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ROY PRIMULA

Some time ago there was a writeup in New West magazine about the Long-
ovity Research Foundation, founded by Nathan Pritikin., They feature a very
low fa% diet that has shown scme results in reversing artery sludging. Includ-
ing some airline pilots that had been rejeoted for flight duty. Since the job
carries a $70,000 insurance policy against such rejection, the insurance comp-
any has been willing to finance the pilets through & month at LRF, Eight out
of ten returned to work and there is still progress on the other two, Anyway,
I got interested and spent a full day with them,sampled their diet. I think
they have got something there, but they cost too damn much.ibout §100 per day

If you happen on a book, To Kiss Earth Goodbye, by Ingo Swann,try to
read it, Ingo is a literate psychic, for starters, and in the book is a chap-
ter on some work he was doing with researchers at Stanford. They used a Quark
detector and actuslly got resulis vhen he turned his attention to the gadget.
It is one of the cleanest scientific experiments I have ever heard of in
actually measuring a psychic effect on scientific hardware, with repeatable
results, -

i sort of con report...MWe flew to Vancouver, the city is beautiful and
green, with lots of parks and lots of big trees all through the city. That
was especially appreciated since we were from dry scuthern California area,
Nice to take & shower without being concerned about the water, Robert Silver-
berg mentioned that the first thing he did on entering his room was to flush
the toilet three times just to prove to himself that he hadn't lost the
technique, The wey we look at it, if the students can stand the dorms and the
"Spartan 1ife the rest of the year, we could take it for a few days. Turned
out out that there was no problem, Never any waiting in line to brush our
teeth, The costume bachanal showed plenty of creactivity, with a high percent-
age of the costumes accompanied by s verbal(or pantomine)skit. The Vaughn Bode
group from Sunspot, with Belinds Bump was the barest of the costumes, Apparently
a first for Vancouver. It seemed a bit inconsistant to us foreigners that there
would be comment on a costume involving pasties when Wrech Beach%a nude beach)
is just over the cliff from Tot . I don't pretend to understand the attraction
of Dungaons and Dragons and the Ggorgette Heyer Tea, nor their connection with
Seience fiction. But then, where's the connection between belly dancing and s-f
and who's complaining? The con committee had run a short story contest that
netted them eight entries., These were screened down to three and subnitted to
a panel of editors and writers that included Robert Silverberg, Kate Wilhelm,
Damon Enight and Mildred ¥Bubbles" Broxon. They were pretty rough on the
stories..much in the same vein that writer's are to each others work at :a
writer's workshop, where it is to be expected. How it felt falling on the
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heads of the non-pro writerse—I hope they were not discouraged beyond recovery.
We had a ringside seat for the SCA tourney. It took place right below our room
window, The tourney seemed rather slow paced, as there was no fill-in entertain-
ment for the rather long periods while the various warriors were getting ready.
Several of the hucksters had horror stories of the customs service at the border,
some even vowing never again to even try to bring anything across, .They were of
the opinion that the customs had never heard that our two countriss are at peace,
Now Suncon...The Fountainbleau was Miami Beach's finest twenty-odd years ago.Now
it 1is a bit threadbare but still a lot of hotel, Marble floors and imported
statues., They still do not allow female fans to sit with their feet up on the
1obby coffee tables, However such censorship does not extend above the first
floor, On our floor filksongs with bongo drum accompanyment were ignored by all,
4t the banquet the first Hugo award to get a standing ovation was for best
dramatic presentation, It went to No Award, The expressions on the faces of
some Hollywood types who were right down front was heartwarming. I hope they got
the message, The camittee helped tp make the point when they gave a special non-
Hugo award to STAR WARS, The art show was wonderfully well done.If I'd had $600
I'd have had a nest in'a branch in which several small hatchlings were being fed
scmething rather crewly-locking by their mother, a small winged dragon, This was
sculptured in silverand bronze sheeting. ks the fane were checking out and the
. next convention was checking in, a certain contrast was evident, The out going
fans were at the end of a five day, 24 hours per day convention., Some were sill
wearing costumes from the ball a day and a half earlier, The ones checking in
. were a tlack, Southern Baptist convention. The hotel, which has only 1200 rooms
.of its .own, was serving as a central checking point for 40,000 of them, Wall to
wall luggage and dressed in their Sunday go-to-meeting best 1like you would have
to see to believe. There were 35 chartered busses lined in the. street outside.
: I was at work on a proposal for two weeks prior to Suncon, Our top
management did their usuwal thing and delayed meking a decision to go ahead for
two weeks, on a proposal with a 45 day response time. So I went on vacation. By
- the time I had returned they had their decision:and had selected the satellite
. -configuzation that they wanted to run with, Another two weeks of turning out
quick sketches and we had the ihternal arrangement of black boxes, the heat

" - balance and the artists had converted our cartoons into a reasonable-looking

gsatellite, Most of the systems people ran on several more days with their
descriptions so during the last week they had every secretary‘from two divisions
‘of the corporation that had the required security clearance in there typing. 26
of them, and some of them put in 80 and 90 hours that week. Some of them were
executive gecretaries for vice-presidents and such, so you can imagine the uproar
- as they were asked to be mere clerk-typists. Plus the injured howls from the
execs who were required to hunt their own files and get their own coffee, Plus
the customer nade some snide remarks about all the different type fonts. Result,
we now have a go ahead to look into Word Processing(WP}, Not buy, you understand.
- The brass are not ready yet for the decision that we are either in the business
of making s¢*»1lites and are going to come up to date, or we are not,

WP is the ideal way to put out a fanzine. The materisl is rough typed on
a terminal with a keyboard just like the one on an IEM Selectric 1l typewriter,
plus about another dozen control keys set a little apart. The material appears
on a screen and the operator makes such corrections as she spots, She can then
let the printer run off a rough drdéft copy for the engineer to check or the
engineer can sit at a terminal and do his own corrections. When the copy is
satisfactory,thc syetem respaces the lines, arranges the words into columns(if
that was what was ordered),inserts hyphens as required, leaves blank spaces
where illos are to go, and runs off a complete final draft at 45 characters per
second, Why should the Space division, supposedly a high technology business,
"be behind the truck axle division in making use of WP?

Last week Comsat people were in the building and parking lot with a
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demonstration system using a portable satellite terminal on a trailer and two
way television to tie between our anditorium and the eorporate offices in Pitts
burg, Demonstrating "the business communications of the '80s%, We had a part
because the communication satellite involved represents possible fature business.
For the demonstration the Canadian Technology Satellitie was hsed.

It was interesting. Even with a two frames per second rate there was an
entirely different-feeling as compared to a telephone voice only conference. I
used the chance %o talk with the man back in Pittsburg who has the responsibility
for setting WP standar:s for the entire corporation, Rather boggled some of the
brass sitting around chatting back 'and forth that I would actually be so brash
as totzansact business on the demonstration system. I ldoked at it as an old fan
and tired and said as much~~sf fans have been ding this for fifty years,

For the last few years the corporation has been trying to sell the build-
ing we work-in at Seal Beach, Finslly they gave up on that and decided to move
the qut-anst corporate offices into this building. Now corporate offices
occupy six of the eight floors. We have the sixth and seventh and they are try-
ing to get us out. It would be nice to have a newly paintéd area but not at all
nice to lose our windows., DBeing on the sixth floor we are high enough to be
cinsidered secure from that direction, There are certain advantages to having
sorporate officers in the building, In the washrooms all the faucets run with
smooth streams-~no little trickles and no splashing all over your pants. Nor .
do you have to look into three stalls to find the onc with the paper. Such are
the trappings of success! C

One of the other aspects of having corporate in the same building, they
brought all the West Coast computing together in this building. Two floors come
pletely occupied by them. Lavga computer installations have been targots fo¥
terrorists of late, so they also built in more security--~television cameras in a
number of places, special glass in all the lower floor windows, more guards and
so on, They . were.in such a rush to get rcady to make the move that they forgot
that there is a lead time of about six months on solid state power suppliés for
large computers to keep them alive through power shortages. So now there is a
row of old style rotating-type generators in the room next to the elevators and
behind the lobby which roar and vibrate just like.old times. They are suppesed
to be replaced by the solid state kind in a month or so. |

The fun part—-~the wvibration from these generators shook the newly
installed television camera right out of its concealed mounting in the ceiling
and it almost hit the extra guard. Security! ‘ :

z My collection of catalogs on the subject of WP now fills two file drawers.,
One of the items that is moving very fast is the field of OCR(Optical character
readers)OCR allows bringing in a bunch of secrctoriee who rough draft type the
material in the uswal wey. It is then fed through the OCR and is then recorded
on a magnetic disk just as though some operator had re-jeyboarded it at the
typing torminal. Much faster than using the terminal as a $10000 typewriter,
Now the terminal tv screen can be reserved for editing functions, One OCR can
absorb the work of %wo dozen fast typists. ind after the material is in the
system it never has to be re~typed. Just edited. The system can arrange line
spacing, justify both edges, do coluinu nle.

There is also computer-aided drafting(CiD). It applies to getting ideas
on paper and turned into perspective drawings that can be interpretated by
politicel types who never learnod blueprint reading, Saving the artist some /O
hours of exercise in descriptive geometry per drawing, Plus any detail like-a
star tracker that has once been put into the sytem can be recalled, turned over
into the position needed and installed on a satellite without being redrawn the
hard way.

The GPS(Globel FPositioning System)Satellite got off OK yesterday. It is
scheduled for finel orbit: i:sortion burn sometime Saturday, Assuming it works
and all the rest of the satellites get built and launched the final system makes
possible navigation anywhere in the world to within 30 feet. In three dimenaions.
Lots of funny side issues. For instance, the LA police were horrified at the
thought of having the cruisers report back their actual location to the -~ ‘
dispatcher!
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PHE RUNESTAFF by Michasl Mporcock.DAW SF.$1,25.158pp.The fourth and final story
of the Fanestaff, the new and revised edition. Sword ané. fantasy,

THE SIFGE OF WORDER by Mark S.Geston.DAW SF.$1,50.190pp. Aden is 2 spy in the
Wizards world sent by the Special Office of the world of the scientists. He is
to be mrt of the attempt on the part of science to reduce magic to their
understanding so they may defeat it, .Quite powerful in the images presented.
ALDATR. MASTER OF SHIPS:by Neal Barrett,Jr.DAW SF.$1.50.158pp.Continues on from
ALDATR"IN ALBION and is as good, if not better., On the surface a swaggering
adventure where the herc coliects from other races to join his journey. The
underlying theme is of men who discover they are not-but beasts made as men-
and the Point of the journey is to discover more about this. I expect more
books about Aldair,.a likeable cheracter, Dielogue is particularly good.

THE FORBILDFN TOWSS by Marion Zimmer BradlewDAW SF.$1,95,364pp. & Darkover
story powerfully told which further describes the society there. Four people -
Andrew, the telepathic Terran, his wife Callista who gives up being Keeper to
wed, her sister Ellemir and her husband Damon discover it is no easy task for
Callista to lose her Keeper cordittoning. The efforts to overcome this are what
causes the Forbidden Tower to be built. The role of women in any society comes
under serutiny by the author, which is a bonus!

THE LOST TRAVELLER by Steve Wilson.PAN SF.70p.245pp.After a nuclear disaster
ons group of people who still are much as they were are Hell's Angels..and
with their motoreycle culture, Very violent of course, and proud they are-on
the fringes andtolerated by a society only as long as they can be used. Some
of the story concerns the three Angels who make a journey to rer-ue a man who
is supposed %o know how to restore 1ife to the wastelands. Quite an unusual
story, I didn't like the violence, but hed to admit & lot was logical,

(MEGA SF - came to me from Italy, at first I thought it was a magazine, but
then roalised it was a paperback silightly larger than our own. The novel is
1L MONDO DEI SONNAMRULI by Gordon R.Dickson -~which is of course SLEEPWALKERS
WORLD. '
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DARGASON by Colin Cooper.Dobson SF., £3.95.191pp. A really odd onel Told Yy
Dighy, a music critic, it has a nervows _okey style that hovers between horror
and farce. The idea of 'modern' music being used to affect people's emotlons
is grim enough and the author does not shirk that. However the narrator .does -
blunder and horse around in a way that is barely credible,His sudden infatua-
tion for the composer who appears to be the cause of all the trouble does not
ring true - but if it were, it seems to we he deserves the ending he got! The
scientific explanation for the musics stran : effect does heuwever sound all
too plasusible. E
THE SURVIVAL GAME bty Colin Knapp.Dobson SF.£3.95.184pp, Two Star Lords made a
wager that involved Gol,Bogey being dumped on an empty and dangerous planet,
However all sorts of things go wrong ard he ends up there having to look after
a Royal family of three as well as himself, The planetary politics that
gurround this plot are intriguing, as Terrans probe their way into the savage
Kingdoms of the Star Lords, Vivid descriptions of the planet's dangers keep the
reader tense and the characters involved engage tho sympathy. As to the back-
ground politics ~ we Terrans sec: to have got very wise in this future!
MONSTERS IN ORBIT by Jack Vance,Dobson SF.£3.95, 119pp. For a change,Vance
introduces a female protasonist., Jean is young, full of vitality and ready for
anything, She takes & job that will net her te0 million if she suceeds. Using
all her wits she manages this — then sweeps off in search of the parents who had
abandoned her. A surprise er ling opens up wide possibilities for a sequel.
NIGHT OF DELUSIONS by Keith Laumer.Dobson SF.£3.95 190pp. Frankly it is hard %o
toll what is real in this story and what is made by a dream machine, Florin is
asked to bodyguard an important Senator who, he is told, is being subjected to
a dream reality to restore his sanity, From there the adventures become more
and gore bewildering. I'm not sure I understood it all, butk its quite fum,

ty Faul Anderson.Dobson SF. £3.95. £ Van Rijn yarn -where
he iz stranded on a planet with his engineer 'and an aristocratic lady. The
jphabitants are winged and are at war. The only way they can reach rescus is
by help from these winged men, so first Van Rijn must settle the war, It is
a boisterous tale with the ecology of the planet firmly worked out,
DREAM CHARIOTS by Manning Norvil, DAW SF $1.50, Odan is & helf-god, son of a
god and a mortal women and this is the story of his life among the first men,
One for the fans of Conan &s it is written fn the same grand scale, :
THE, PRODUCTIONS. OF TIME:by John Brunner, DAW SF $1,50 This at first appears the
conventional story of a theatrical star who had hit the bottle, gtruggling to
return to work, He is given the chance to work in an avant-garde play where
the actors were. to make the drama as they rehearsed, He gradually realises
there is something really sinister happening and struggles to find the truth,
This works up to & really good climax with a logical explanation, Should
interest mystery as well as SF fans.
PASSING FOR HUMAN by Jody Scott,DAW SF,$1.50.It is interesting to note that it
takes a female author to write a really tough SF story. This is humanity seen
through alien eyes - and they do not see one good thing about us. To them we
are morons, and in the end only fit for outhanasia, I found it fascinating
though not enjoyable, Being human, I had to cringe at the scathingly critical
remarks of the aliens. . ' '
WILDEELOOD'S EMPIRE:by Brian Stapleferd ,DAW SF. $1,50,Third landing of the re-,
contact ship DAEDALUS shows a colony that appears succossful, It had been
started by Wildeblond who was both leader and biochemist. The crew of the
DAEDALUS become suspicious that something lies behind all the tranquility.
This one keeps the reader nicely guessing.
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STOBMBRINGER by Michael Moorcock. DAW SF, $1,50 Therse ‘is an author's note to.
point out that this is the first edition which is completely unabridged and

that the book has been revised by the author from the originsl magazine text,
The magazine was SCIENCE FANTASY published 1963-~196/ and long defunct, This

is the 6th and final novel in the Elric of Melnibone -saga,

NONE BUT MAN Ty Gordon R.Dickson,DAW SF, #1.75.In this mankind meets the alien
Maldaug and the inability of one to understand the other, threatens war. Cully
ig a 'frontiersman' who finds himself in trouble., The old worlds are convinced
the Frontier planets can teke them over,,the Maldaug are laying claim to the
worlds beyond. the Peiades on whiéh his people ‘are settled..and only cultural
understanding will sort the trouble out, He has his hands fulll

THE YEAR'S BEST FANTASY STORIES No 3.Edited by Lin Carter, DAW SF.$1.50, 11
stories,. . BEUDORIC!IS UNICORN by Sprague de Camp,SHADCW OF A DEMON by Gardner Fox
RING OF BLACK STONE by Pat McIntosh,,which is the one I liked best.THE LONELY
SONGS OF LOREN DORR by George Martin,TWC SUNS SETTING by Karl Edward VWagner,
THE STAIRS IN THE CRYPT by Clark Ashton Smith,THE GOBLIN BLADE by R,Garcia
Capella ,THE DARK KING by C.J.Cherryl which I though the most original ,BLACK
.MOCNLIGHT by Lin Carter,THE POOL OF THE MOON by Chas R.Saunders.

ANDROMEDA 1,Edited by Peter Weston, DOBSON SF £3,95,10 original stories.Aldiss
Tirst on the dissolution of life as exemplified by two messages from the past

a sad but well-told tale.,Michael Coney writes of elien contact with a twist in
the tail,Bob Shaw has the most cheerful story in a macabre fashion.Robert Hold-
stoek has a very convoluted story of Time Travel ,Naomi Mitchison has an odd
story of an odd planet.Chr'- Priest has the most original story of people who
are frozen in time and how one, becoming free, tries desperately to joln his
love.Terry Greenhaugh hag a strange idea-a planet where humans need another
life-form to keep their existance safe.George Martin' story is the most pre-
dictéble but it is told with gleeful satisfaction.Andrew Stephenson has a grim
story-and Harlan Ellison has a gruesome story. I thought it a rather masculine
collectlon.

ANDF~ " 2:Edited. by Paeter WesLon DOBSON SF.£3,95.Tom Allen has a 'first's story
about dragons that gets quite nasty towards the end,lan Watson has a grisly tale
of Japan in the future,Bob Shaw brings a breath of fresh air with a heart-warming °
gstory of a,boy. and his dog.M,Scott Rohan has an awesome story of the Hindu
-religion-in the future,Scott Fdelson has a very stark story of hunger and
survivgl in-a nasty future,Robert Holdstock writes of a future. where human
talents are very powerful, Power ~its use and misugg shrewdly shown.Wm
F.Wu gives the picture of & society in chains.Highly imaginative but very
depressing ,Robert Rickard shows a crippled protagonist kept elive by machinery
vho allows his curiosity to release a 'yempire god!.David Langford has a really
fresh idea-a mythical city written about by so many it becomes real ,Richard Geisg
‘has the tale of an immortal man in a richly embroidered adventure, This is one
of a pro;ected series which mlght knock GOR for six, as it is less self-indulgent
My impression.of ANDROMEDA 1 is reinforced by this..a very masculine collection.
ALIEN CULTURE by Peter Macey.DOBSON SF.£3,95, The title is very apt and not
- ¥rite, The author is a research chemist and uses his knovledge to tell a sklllfnl
and absorbing story.hAliens who are microbes in form -but able to enslave the.
- whol®é human race pose a fascmnatlng problem. How to r651st ‘them? There is a good
deal of ironic humour. Enjoyable! .
ANYWHEN by James Blish iRROW pb 65p.7 stories., The first L STYLE 1IN TREASON
appears to have too much background crammed into a short story, ‘enthralling but
leaves you full of guestions. Most of the stories concern man's meeting with
aliens and the impact of one upon the other, The author explores this sometimes
sadly, sometimes wryly, sometimes with genuine anger. His own basic intelligent
compassion shines through it all,




Nibblings 4

IN DEEP by Damon Knight.Methuen Paperbacks,75p. 7 stories, Starts off in a *
jolly fashion with the story of George who fell into gomsthing on an alien
planet, finother George,only this time he is the dlien,entertains by sounding
go happy. This cheerful start iz good for the stories of alien contact grow

. grimmer, The last one THE BELCHCOMBER has a chilling climax.

THE EXILE WAITING by Vonda McIntyre, PAN SF 75p, & very skillful picture of
Earth after a holod®ust.All that is left is the city Centre, wholly underground
and with another underground system in which live the outcast mutants. hn
absorbing cast of characters is headed by Misch a believable heroine both thief
and telepath, :

COSMIC KALEIDOSCOPE by Bob Shaw, PAN SF, 70p.9 stories., & visitor from outside
ou= time may not be a new idea but here it is given an. original background -
the American West.., There is a humerous tele which goes some way-an outrageous
- way-towards explaining the Yeti. 4 more gquietly humerous tale demonstrates
crook meeting alien crook. With THE GIL CONDRa C.PER Shaw pokes fun at the
Private Eye genre, I was impressed by the last story which is about a traffic
cop of the future having to desl with humasnity flying the skies as we now
motor the roads, : '

BILLION DAYS OF EARTH by Doris Piserchia,DOBSON SF.£3,95. This book 1s

cremmed with ideas: an Earth in which men has become god, rat become man,
species have been intermingled in dizzying fashion, Then comes Streen - the
irresistible force and chaos reigns, The author often jerks the reader

roughly from one scene to another; nc: will she allow the reader to stay with
one character too long., & powerful novel written in compelling style. =

THE WITLING by Vernon Vinge.DOBSON 3F.£3,95. Two humang are stranded on a
planet whoss §Ppulation can teleport. To them those who can teleport are
normal, all others are 'witlings'. They find that the heir to the Kingdom

is a 'witling' without the talent and this factor saves them in the end.Very
engrossing background and culture and the characters have enough depth to

carry the reader with them on their travels.

THE ANYTHING TREE by John Rackham,DOBSON SF.£3,95,Nice to see a female protag-
onist! OSelena finds himself stranded on a strange planet and befriended(to a
certain extent)by an equally strange man vho has adapted to the planets odd
Tifeforms. The Tree of the title can produce anything but Selenas is pursued
by a couple of really-evil people - and the question is how will all this
affect the Tree? There are many good descriptive passages.

THE EYES TRILOGY by Stuart Gordon.Sidgwick & Jackson,£5.95. This comprises 3
novels ONE —EYE(22.pp) TWO-EYES (240pp) THREE-EYES(268pp)but I found this easier
to read all in one than I had reading them separately. This is fantasy~SF and
my trouble with fantasy is I keep trying to make sense of it, The author does
make sense of it all in the end, However the power of these books lies in the
fantast element, and one has to carefully correlate the three books to find the
SF. It all starts with the birth of a baby who is one-eyed and as the Mutant
brings chaos and book one shows how this affects the city of Phadraig.Book 2
shows other complex societies being shaken apart and ends with the emergence
of those who call themselves the Children of the Zuni Bird, The last book
shows the Children setting out to face their enemy, end the reader can discern
that the old Enemy Within is the most formidable foe of all. It is colourfully
deseriptive in narration but the mogement of events often dwarfs the characters
It takes concentration to read and one becomes immersed in the saga, It has
elements of surrealism. I think it is one that will slowly grow in reputation.




Nibblings 5

THE M&GIQlﬂNS by James Gunn,.Sidgwick & Jackson,.£3.95. Casey is a private

detective who is offered £1,000 to discover the real name of a man who calls
himself Solomon. He finds out that Sclomon is a magician and is amazed to
discover that magic is real! OCasey finds himself in the middle of a power
struggle between white and black magic. Ls Casey is no super-hero and needs

all the help-he can get from the friendly magicians ..the reading of this story =
makes pleasant entertainment. ‘ '
WHERE. LATE THE SWEET BIRDS SANG by Kate Wilhelm,Hutchinson PB,90p' 4ftor the .
Cataclysm men were sterile, women were barren, £ small group in a research
station use genetic engineering to produce eloned children. They hope by this -
means to preserve-humanity-but the last of these Elders finds to his dismay
that the children are quite alien to him, The bulk of the story concerns the

. clones and how they evolve until one is born who can see clearly just what is
" wrong and where itl.may lead. . This winner of the HUGO award télls her story

sympathetically and yet is Vefy clear-eyed about the worth of. the individual.
Kate Wilhem, in fact, cap-be sympathetically ruthless with her characters!
PROMISED LAND by Brian Stebleford.PAll SF,60p, The 3rd HOODED SuWiN adventure
in- which Grainger(complete with his parasite mind acquired on an earlier
voyage)has to land on a planet whose colonists think of ;it as paradise. He
has to journey across it and try to understand to fulfil his mission., Livoly
adventure blended with philosiphy, i
THE PARADISE GAME - - Brian Stableford.PAN SF 60p, The 4th Grainger adventure
ghere he becomes caught up in the tussle between tho Companies who want to
exploit new worlds and those who'would prevent it, Again the planet poses a

- puzzle and thére is the undorlying themo of the author's céncern for what -

huméns could do.out in space. Laess adventuresome -~ more thought-provoking,
80" BRIGHT THE VISION by ClifZord D.Simak, Methuen Paperbacks, 70p 4 stories,

The first is about alien encounter which is lightly told with an underlying
serisus theme, Ths second has an engaging rascal as hero whose hobby .of _
collecting alien stamps gives him a new lease.of life. The third is a wistful
gtory of a time when Earth is just a story machine exporting flc?lon-to the
alieng. It takes a real writer to think up this one! The last is frankly
sentimental about the good that aliens cou}ﬁ do for us. _ : .

- ~

THE ALCHEMICAL, MARRIAGE OF ALISTAIR CROMPTON,ty Robert Sheckley.MichagiJoseph.
£2.50,200pp. Crompton is a cured schizophrenic vwho had begn curgd.by the.dgv;ce

of dividing his personality into three separate bodies. His decision to find

the other two and reintegrate marks the start of the story. The mlssing ;cr*s

1ive on two distant planets, and he journeys off to find first the hedonist
Loomis and then the homicidal Stack. There is plenty of the psychological .
insight necessary to tell this story, and it moves aga?nst'a background that
ig almost wildly surrealistic. It is told with sardonic humour, =
STARBRIDGE by Jack Williamson and James Gunn.Sidgwick & Jackson.£4.50,2.3pp.
This describes a future Bmpire which controls the Tubes that go between the
flanets. This gives them the :ppwer,.and as the story opens it has become
corrupt. Horn is a man who begins to fight against the Empire with the help
of Mr Wu who claims to be ‘ageless. The mystery of Mr Wu and the secret of the

"™~ Pubss is well plotted. The.love interesi has-a distinct “tacked on' appearance,

VAZHOR .SON OF VAZKOR by Tanith Leo, DAW SF.$1.95. I must say at tho start that
%this onc disappointod me. I'd como %o expect believable women ?rom.this author-
ess, and thc main female mekes me squirm, However the protagonist 1s male and
the story is told solely from his viewpoint. Vazkor is the son of a chief

who is different from the others of his tribe, His adventures are well-tgld

and there are many magnificent passages, The ending convinces me there will

be a sequel.

/s
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THE BEST OF THE REST OF THE WORLD by Donald L.VWollheim,DiW BOOKS #1,75 The
introduction gives a good covorage of Buropean SF country by country and shows
how SF grew there in different ways, There arc 14 stories and they come from
Francc,Holland, Italy,Norway,Germany, Belgiun,Spain, Sweden,and Denmark, It would
be very hard to chooss but I think I was most fascinated by THE KING ..ND THE
DOLLM.KER byWolfgang Jeschke whero the writer uses the theme of blonding time
past and time futuro, It spins a finec puzzle, ond I am not too sure that I
rcally figured it out!

SECRET SCORPIQ:by slan Burt Lkers,DiW BOOKS,#1,50,Dray Prescott No 15, This is
to launch a ncw cycle in the history of Xrcgen ancd new advontures for Jray, &
series that continues to bid for the Burrcughs fans,

CEY STLVER BELLS by Thomas Burnett Swann.DLW BOOKS 41.50. It is sed to. think
that shortly after sending this book for publication the author died, He
specialised in fontasies of the past - the mythical past., In this he has a
tale to tell of Minoan Crete which has two humans mectiny Zoo the dryad and of
Silver Bells, the last of the Minataurs, Well up to standard in skill,

PRISON OF NIGHT by E.C.Tubb,D.iV BOCKS §1,50.Dumafost novel No 17 which sees him
still on the planet Zalym and living with the Lady Lovina., The poculiar effects
of this planot that is shared by alieng begin to take a central part in this
latost adventure, OCnce more & Cyber appcars which is usually the signal for
Dumarest to move on. Very little hints gathered this time 2s to the place
vhere he may find Barth, but plenty of plots and intrigues.

THE WLY BLCK by L.Bertram Chandler  DiW BOOKS 31,50, This Grimes adventure opens
with his ship an? crcew having been thrown out 6f théir proper Tine, The amount
of convolutions in the plot necessary to get them back safely tckes the real
ingenuity this cuthor posesses.

NECROMLNCER by Gordon R.Dickson:Dili BOOKS #1,75 Tothosc who liked the Dorsai
books(and I om one) this will be a profitable prelude. I have beor intrigued

“by the idea that o supermen would be an empath, and intuit, it docs sound much
more roadsonable than the conventional noticn. snywey, hore it is cxplored again
and I founé it very cnjoyatle. '

" LAMARCHOS by Jo Clayton, DiW ROOKS $1,50.ileytys is the heroinc of this series
(it is sub-titled a liovel of the Diadem) and here she is cmbarked on o series
of fantastic adventures, This time the company in which she travels contains
Maigsa, a killer and man-hoter whe in the end proves to be the biggest enemy of
all, Fast-moving and imeginctive, ° _

IHE SHAPE OF SEX TO COME:Edited by Douglas Hill, Pan SF,60p. I rathor like
fill's phrase in his introduction “we have seen a generzal loosening of stays
rogarding tiic censideration of sex as a legitimate subject for the speculating
mind of the SF writer", Thcre are o lot of clever storics here but the most
percetive is by Hilary Bailey(Could someone tell me is that anothor name for
Mike Moorcock or not?)SISTERS is tho name of the story and it points out the
dangers of oxtronecs, I felt this was a thoughtful story and of all of them the
most likoly to really happen.

MIND OF MY MIND by Octavie E,Butler.3idwick & Jackson,£4,50. Doro has lived for
4,000 years and in that time had practised controlled breeding until at last he
hag Mary, who is possessed of enormous telepathic power, Doro can control all
his poople but 2llows Mary to create a telepathic pattern that enables other
telepaths to live in comfort together. Doro has no conscience, Doro is a killer,
Mary starts as a fierce young woman who becomes cthical..this leads to the ¢ -
grand confrontaion between herself end Doro. The blurbd says.,"s frightening,
chilling novel® which is a description I cannot better. I could not put the
bock down till I had roachsd the end, Highly recommended,

SUPERMIND by L.E.Van Vogt.Sidgwick & Jackson, £4.50, s#s usual there is an
abundance of plot. Start with a race called Drecoghs who heve a discase that
makes them use other races as ¢ life force in vampire fashion..then add Kluggs..
another race almost as lowly as humans,.and then thera are the Great Glactics,
Therc is never a dull moment!

P



Nibblings 7

THE SCIENCE FICTION OF ISAAC LSTMOV by Joseph E.Patrouch, DOBSON SF, £5,50
Tho author is 2 collece teachor and, obviously, a fan of isimov. Tho roader
of this book must be a reader of Lsimov too, if hc is to got anything from the
book., The writings are tokon in turn and examined mothodically and criticised,
it scemed to mo, feirly. 276pp and there is a lot of work in this that any-
one who gprociates the craft of writing should enjoy. :
A HERITAGE OF STARS by Clifford D.Simak, Sidgwick & Jackson, £4,50 This is a
IJourncy® story which I do feel has been overused in sf books., However I will
admit that once }he hero,Tom, gets going with his assorted companions of Meg
(a sort of witch/and her "fey" horse, Rolo the robot, etc it gets interesting,
This is the time after the "Collapse! after mankind has destroyed all his
technology and the journey is to the "Flace of Going to the Stars", and curios-
ity is the spur. One complaint:ino real explanation is given for the #Collapse™
THE GUSTCDIANS by Richard Cowper PAN SF 60p.4 stories. The title is one concern-
ing precognition and 1s very atmospheric PARADISE BEACH describes a mew - “o'r
invention uged for what seems like a very ingenious murder JIFER 4T THE GATES -
OF DiWN a mystic rather then an Sf story, with strong religious foolings,.The
last is a very clever addition to Well's THE TIME MSCHINE, 4 good mixture,
TRALVELLER IN BLACK by Jobn Brunmer,MagnumPaperbacks,75p & fantasy tale of a
time of chaos in which one man can bring order to it, He is the traveller who
can bring reason and this is his task, Colourful and imaginative.

THE BRASS DRAGON by Marion Zimmer Bradley. Methuen Childrens Books Ltd. £2,95

The hero, Barry, is 18 years old when he awkens after an attact of amnesia..so

it is not e very childish book and many adults would enjoy it. The only vlue he
has to a missing year is a pair of overalls of unusual material and a brass
dragon that appsars to have no value. The first part of the book 1s taken up
with his search for what had happened and an explanation of the weird dreems he - <
ig having, The second part provides a very exciting explanation, Very neatly
produced pocket-sized book,.just the thing for train journeys! 191pp .

CHARLES FORT NEVER MENTIONED WCMBATS by Gene DeWeese & Robert Coulson:Robert Hale .
£3,75.L73pp, A group of fans on their way to the SF eonvention in Sydney - and
Joe Karns(the reporter with serendipity of NOW YOU SEE 1T /HIM/THEM) becomes .
involved with them., Strange things beging heppening strongly redolent of many a
space opera, Much of the fun of this book comes from the reaction of fans to
aliens, speceships and a disc thet talks, Skepticism is large-scale and “ruints
hilarious and in the end plays quite a lerge part in dealing with the aliens, '
Enjoyable on more_than one level, A11 fans should love it!l

PISCES RISING by Peter Cave & Margaret Vredden.Sallgwick & Jackson, £4,95, How
much man depends upon the sea is well brought out in this original story of a war
betwoen humenkind and fish, Quite 2 few gruesome events happen before it is

seen that this is one war man cannot win,

THE OPHIUCHI HGTLINE by John Varley.Sidgwick & Jackson £4.95.235pp. The subject

is cloning - Lilo was exccuted but because she was illegally cloned finds she is
not only alive but that therc arc soveral of her, The stery concerns vhat happens
to the different Lilos, and is set against a future in which humanity has been
driven from Earth by the Invadors. The man who is responsible for the illegal
cloning is determined to fight tic Inveders and a complox plot unwinds around
this, Very absorbing reading, not one to race throughl

IN THE OCE.N OF THE NIGHT by Gregory Benford,Sidgwick & Jackson, £5.50 333pp.
This book asks as meny questions as it answers and so is a challonge to the
reader, Nigle.is zn astronaut, the first to discover aliens, He is soon in
disgrace beeausc he does not follow instructions, but menages to retain a place
in the spoce progromme, Richly detailed background and Nigel is o recal throe- '
dimensional figurc.,

THE DEVIL IS DE.D by R.h.Lafferty.Dobson SF. £4.25, Rich fantasy..tho reader
travels with Finnegan to discover thet in our world arc the humans and the Other
humans, Finpegon himsclf is inother but is against those who would destroy “the
humens, Quitc impossible to cncapsulate further, the stoky side~.slips, meandres
and stops at provocative places..great story-telling thongh!

contd after NIRBLINGS
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Mike Glicksohn: "I'm feeling guilty, this is another in & serics of "I roally
: don't have anything to say but I wanted to thank you
and let you know I read and enjoyed what you did and

would like to keep getting it"postcards for which I'm

so famous. fctually, thore's another reason I'm a

little sad I haven't anything witty or oven construetive

to say about this issue and that's bocause Im therchy
denying myself the opportunity of having some amusing

Atom illo of, say, a hairy beavor drinking a bottle of

scotch to adorn my comments. However, I'm no Bob Shaw

quick-winded and full of long-witted puns, even if his
A frigid" wasn't supposed to come out "right'.

8id Birchby: "Bosh's carcfully set-up gag about the midget and the yokel

___ set me laughing, 1 shall use it without acknowledge~
f ment at the office booze-ups this Christmas.Togéther

with the one about the night~club compere who announced
that there was an Irish group in the audience and would ¢
they do something typically Irish? So they walked out

and dug up the carpark,"

Graham England: ™ick Geis says he'll publish an article I wrote about View-

: ' data, the Pogt Office's newest toy. Viewdata users can
call pages of information onto TV screens using the
¥ telephone service. The method of calling permits remote
§ form filling etc., so that you could book an airline
. flight, or a hotel room using the system., Euqally ask
for your bank balance, pay people, or charge them, for
this verges on electronic mail, There is another big
change coming, as big as the mass use of motor cars
and look what problems, as well as advantages that has
caused," ***What I, and every fan editor, would like
from the Post Office is & drop in charges,.now that
would really make the PO populari®**

John Brunner: "SCOTTISHE continues to be much too interesting for me to make.
progess with my work-schedule. Lang may y'r duper lealk,
or whatever, Sid Birchby, like many of my SF friends,
forgot to mention the influence of If it had Happened
Otherwise, ed.J.C.Squire, first ed'n 1932(I think -
mine is simply called 'Reissued 1932),with Churchill,
Maurois,telloc,Chesterton etc., All these were par-

" allel world stories. The book is not indexed in New
Maps of Hell, Billion Year's Spree, Faces of the Future
Anatomy of Wonder, SF-History Science Vision, or most
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of the allegedly complete academic surveys I possess. One wonders why?%
wsh¥Maybe George Locke can answer your query....lf you were not a chappy, who
writes for a living,l'd be begging you to write and tell me about the South
Pétherton FolkFestival you advertis, on your postcard..sounds intriguing.....
Jim Linwood: "I was surprised at Sid Birchby plasing the origin of time-

: T travel and parallel world stories more-or-less ir the
early mart of thls century; hopefully this will prov-
oke George Locke into penning & definative repudiation,
naming the perticuler issues of Strand Magagzine or
Chum's Weekly in which the themes were first introduced.
There is, for instance, a well knoim novel in which the
central character, a youig girl, entera a parallsl
world whose natural laws ar:>.the rules of chess. She
becomes a white pawn in a game of cosmic chess, event-
ually being transformed into & Queen, and overcoming the
forces of evil on the eleventh move. No not Van Vogt;

! ' Charles Dodgson wrote it in 1887, As for time-travel;
in 1889 - 6 years prior to The Time Machine - Mark Twain's A Connecticut Yankee
in King Arthur's Court wes published. In both stories time travel was used
' ‘merely as a device for social satire, but the more practical Wells preferred
* Victorian engineering for transportation to Twain's less ingenious physical
concussion. These two examples would suggest that both thempes were widely
accepted in the popular novel before 130, but withou’ any of the pseudo-
scientific rationales of later writers, An early Hollywood use of the alternat-
jve world theme was in Frank Capra's comedy It's a Wonderful Life. James
~ Stewart, believing his 1ife has been worthless, attempts suicide, but is saved
" by his guardian angel who transports him to a world in which he was never born
so he can judge the worth of his existance. Much of it is sickly, sentimental,

. but the sequence in which Stewart tries to prove his identity to his alternat-

ive world family and friends and the way in which an Mpright American community!
(circa 1946)has become corrupt without good ol' Jimmy'a guiding hand has & chill-
ing quality that should be familiar to Phillip Dick readers, Like-Sid I'd like
to use Scot to ask does anyone out there know when space travel by rocket propul-
sion was first recognised by pulp writers and editors? Fritz Lang's film Die
Frau im Mond (1929)is the first non-whimsicel use of the rocket for space travel
fforget about boring old Uyrano)that I know ofj presumably Gernsback & Co took
their cus from this. Surely Gerry Webb knows the ansvor? Graham Englsnd teke
heart; the fannish maxim is: it is 2 years before anyone notices you and another
2 years before anyone speaks %o youl I agree with your verdict of tosh" on the
neo classification; the best thing about fandom is'that, unless your name is Pete
Weston or Rob Jackson, fans are mere mortals who will expound upon any subject
under the Sun with anyone - although they ipvariably don't know what they are
talking about..." **There was no word fromlgeorge after the last issue..but now
that his name has been mentioned twico in-the letter colunn,.he may take his
heed out of whatever book it is in,“** . | ; :
Donald Malcolm: Mo—wand Sir Richard D w~mm, of Pritish Leyland, thodght that?
T Ry he had troubles...Cne of the best-kept secrets of the
underworld of convention banqueting has been pitilessly
revealed by the machinations of a FAfir¢ roving fsnzine
_ reporter and a jealous Cumbrian seribe of Irish
 extraction: that I - I can herdly brivg myself to write
the cruel words -"dip my roll into my. soup”. Now that
my niclmame has been exposed, my clandestine job of
writing concentrated prose for the labels of soup cans
‘will gradually be diluted..l can see how the plot was
" hatched. It was a combination of convertion soup in &
slow glass plate. How dastardly can things get. The
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slow glass increased the co-efficient of viscosity of the soup(which is
difficult enough to dunk anything into at the worst of times), so that the
finesse and blinding dexterity of my forefinger--and-thumb action was reduced
to the point vhere it could actually be observed, From now on, I shall have
to suck up soup ttrough a stray; (no: . las _i.;.1 felt at the time,Ethel,
" that I was making & mistake in giving you these menu cardsi{®.***Actually it
was the best convention banguet I have aitended as far as entertainment
value went}*** B
Robert Coulson: "Tackeit is a bit off about health costs here. The people
who cannot afford treatment are the self-employed or
L g those working for small companies, The rich can
afford the cost, the poor get charity treatment,
employees of most companies are part of group insurance
policies, and ex-servicemen and government workers get
>, roimbursed by the government, Personally, it has
“affected me by providing an excellent reason for not
quitting my job and trying full-time writing. In
addition to everything else sgainst free-lancing, I
avernge about $500 a year in medical payments(nostly
preseription. drugs) of which well over %300 is peid
o for by my insurance policy which comes free with my job.
Tabakow received an award for "Sven' but I don't recall
anyone until now celling it a Hugo,(and yes, I vas dere
Sharlie)It was one of the better jokes of the era, the
forthcoming publication of his story widely advertised
and its non-appearance equally well publicised, Actually
‘ 1Syen" did get printed in a later issue of OW, but all
the fun was over by then.,,Well, if Dundee doss get left out, it has one claim
to fame; John Prebble wrote an entire hook about the Tay Bridge, titled Digaster
At Dundee, I don't recall any similar volumes about Edinburgh or Glasgow {GLoom
at Glasgow?..Epidemic at Edinburgh? Vaat's necessary to cure the.problems Rick
Sneary mentions is a good dose of “noblesse oblige", I don't feel-like a cog
in a machine, and I kmow I'm better than the rest of you(and my imnmediate
family, my friends, my geographic area and my political area, in descending
order are superior to the rest of the world,) But, considering what can happen
with the sort of idiots rinning arcund icose in less exalted places,I'm right
with Rick in wanting One World, if only for the protection it would give its
most valuable members, such as my fricuds and I', ***1 was brought up on the
story of the Tay Bridge Disaster. We lived about a stone's throw away from
vhere it happened. On dark windy nights folks would always say -t was on &
night like this,,.™## .
Terry Jegves: "My own retirement is lined up for 1982,.only five more
years.,and happily, out of the blue, I just got up-
graded in my teaching job., Which means a higher .
retirement pension and a higher lump sum when I kick
out of harness., Like thee, I have plans to use pari
‘of that sum to ro-visit the USh, Re-visit? Well, as
you probably know, First Fandom are raising a fund to
get me to the 1976 Woldeon in Phoenix Arizona,Heading
up the Fund is Dave byle, Box 1587,Hobe Sound,FLA,
33455, Like LTOM's lovely heading for the lettercol.
Now do you think I could get him to write and illus-
trate a two page article on ’'Twenty Years of Fan
Illustrations? Now if you were to ask him for me?
Re the dan-ing..we just got our silver medels in VWaltz,
Tango, Quickstep and Slow Fox Trot!™*I will let ATQM
give you hia answer here, % S
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Billy Hall it last Bastercon I picked up 20 SCOTTISHE, numbers from 45-
68, Put together thoy give me sme idea of 10 years of
fannish history, its interesting for a nec like me to
read up a bit on the bakground of peoprle I'm beginning
to meet, Past arguments, back stabbing, subtle intrigue
emerge," *%*ire you sursa you were reading SCOT? It is
the subtle intrigue that puzzles me,.,dashed if I have
gver seen anyone subtle about their intriguing in fan-
‘\ doml*”ﬁ
Mary Lonz & "51d's mention of CERISTMLS CLROL ..over Ghristmas haere they
showed MIRLGCLE CON 24th STREET and the wonderfully-
nameg SANTA CLAUS CONQUERS THE MARTLiNS, Then there was
tho wonderful classic Sim CERISTHMAS CARCL, A nice bit
of nostalgia in that the young Scrooge was pleyed by
George PBaker who has just got his come-uppance in I
CLAUDIUS., I feel very ambivalent towverd Dickens. On
the one hand, his writing is pretty powerful. On the
other hand, I feel he tends to gloat a bit over the
terrible things ho describes..fbout the heirstyle of
the Princess in STAR WaRS..when I was at school in
Newcastle, our headmistress had just that style ,.this was in the late 50s

Your account of 'Throe Fen in 2 Boat'..ths thought of the three of you - bad
back, fractured leg, ad you Ethel, on the slight side in the targe somehow
raised a smile - bult an affectionate one, It was interesting to compare your
experiencos with those in the current issue of Y4aNDRO., The account cof the
visit to hospital thore would mako your blood run cold," ***Yes that ¥ finally
got here - held up, 1 expect, by the New York dock strike,,In faclt I derily
suspect there are psices of mail that will never get through now. Bk

Harry YWerner: "L don't hava a goed sense of rhythm and so ballet has never
hed a great appesl. But therc scems to be a great
\17 BAROCKHAM \ increase in irverest over here, In a recent magazine

HOVSE there was an article speculating that this trend may
have some connection with the fact that Billet is still
a disciplined, rigidly controlled form of ert. fccord-
ing to this theory, it's cne of the last ramparts in the
whole field of ari for people who diszlike what has
happened te painting and photoprzrhy and composing and
many other forms of art which are ncow dominated by
creators who brag about their improvising and repression
to primitive ways of doing things....STLR WARS,.I feel haopy about one thing.
It isn't signifiecant., I think it is Important that someons was able to make a
good non-significant movie. Many mundanes must have been suspecting that all
scipnce fiction is meant to teach a lesson, after a long series of SF movies
which depicted what awful things would havpen if current trends in pepulation
incrense, government centrol, or whotever should centinue, Science Fiction is
really more than exaggeration of toda; s circumstances...Just think: after you
retire arnd mova, I might move up to first place ir longevity of the same address
among fansi® *#*%#0ch, I declare, you exaggerate, I've only been here 21 years..
1 wonder if the thcory about ballet is correct..yet ballet is not longer as
rigid as it wes,.if you went to have some fun about bnllet..r?ad A BULLET I
THE BiLLET by Brahms & Simon,™**
blar J.Freeman: "I liked the cover ard the rest of the artwork zs well
2 Although LTOM could net have heen more wreng with his

picture of me, 'cause 1've got long ‘hair vhich overy-
body keeps telling me to cut.,.You say that young people
protably miss & lot by not lmowing any disciplined
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&ncing and you are probebly right, but nowadays people at Punk Rock Concerts
(which I like)don't even "weave" ag you put it, They do the 'Pogo' which
toughly entails jumping up emd,down in time to the fast music and that!s it,
It may surprise you, but it's quite fun, dnyhow I think people should be able
to do vhat they want(within reason)and the most one should do is lat them know
that there are alternatives, and let them decide what they want® ***Permit

me to suggest that there is an alternative to jwoping up and down on one spotl
I thought that was fun when I was & two yesr old.,but then I learnt how to
skip! When I grew a little older I discovered the fun of skipping over a rope!l
Howover, now that fashion has got bacl to what I consider to be stage one, ,do
you think it will start to become conplicated agein? ifter all, fashion never
stays still it usually ohly begins 211 over again, **¥

YMany thanks to all those who wrote which included Warren Silvera,Pam
Boal(heve a nice time in idmerica,')Mich . Rosenblum(thankyou for the
nice enclosurel)and Harry andruschak who kindly listed for me the bids
for the Worldeon in 1981,.I hope to seec you there!

Ethel
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The first group of fanzines I pick up are from Australia,
GEGENSCHELN:31 :From Eric Lindsay,6 Hillcrest hve,Faulconbridge,¥SW 2776,Australia
This is a personalzine that is studded here and there with episodes from his trip
to the US. As he can write well these are usually illuminating. Thoughts on
publie transport lead him to contrest various systems..must say he made Washing-
ton sound the worst..a place I hope to visit some day. I enjoyed this and also
found hig short sf reviews useful.

STRANGLER ELEPHANTS GBZETTE?:No 1 :From Paul J.Stevens,305 Swanton St.Melbourne,
Augtralis, Paul had attended 7 conventions in '77,.end here he gives a swift
report of them all. This was quite good, but I do wish he had described some of
the many fans he met, In lieu af attending a con this is the bit I'd like to
hear about most., He met Rotsler, for instance, however he did get a gocd batch
of illes from him.Christine 4shbty writes a fine article on tie fantasy writer
Leonard Tops' who turns out to be a woman. Original illustrations vy Howard
Pyle are reproduced. Paul is standing for DUFF, and this ought to be & good
recommendation for voters as he obviously has an nicely extroverted personality,
PARERGON PAPERS:Nos 4,5,&6:From John Bangsund,PQ Box 434,Norwood S& 5067.3ust.
This makes a welcome return as I consider John the best of the Australian
writers, For a start he ususlly makes me laugh,.then you never lnow what will
come next, This time a letter from the author John James describing himself in
a way that makes me vow to go and find his books. In the letter column Dick
Bergeron struggles to define the Bangsund “style®, As it apparently defeats
bim, I'm not worried that it defeats me..but style he has!l

Now to Canada,..

THE EDMONTON SCIENCE FICTION AND COMIC ARTS SOCIETY NEWSLETTER:Box 4071,
Edmonton,ilberta T6E /S8 ,Canada ,$5 per year full membership;ﬁ§.50 agsociate
membership,Editor Robert Runté, This is the first place where I have read the
news that Robert Silverberg will replace Eklwood as editor at Pinnacle books!
Mostly club news but some fine idbits like that quoted.

MARK:Nos 2,9 and 3:Ffom John Mansfield,410~240 Brittany Dr.Ottawa.Ont,KIK CR7
Canada, 4 letter-substitute meinly about gaming conventions, he certainly

gets around to them..smerica, England and gives a good picture of what) happens
there,

THE SATURDAY EVEWING EENIUM:No 2.7:From Mike Glicksohn,l/l High Park Ave,
Extremely clever take-off of a Rockwell cover by Derek Carter. As DOUELE

SPAR is one of my favourite books, I was highly pleased to read the shrewd

and fond review of it by Joe Haldeman, This is the main item, the rest is
mostly Mike being as entertaining as ever. I would call him the Canadian
Bangsund only I have the horrid feeling I've written this before, I repeat
myself, I'm getting old, and I repeat myself, However,,get this one 'cos

Mike doesn't, He even gives & lagniappe to each reader,
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Now, a few foreign language zines,..

POZITRON:No 77/1:FromK ysonti Tudominyos Fantasztilus Klub,H-1428 Budapest 8
Pt,15 HUNGARY, 108pp of serious SF discussion that includes current space tech-
nology. There is a report of the Eurocon 111. They are anxious for trades,so
please send your zines,

OCTAZINE:No 9:From The SF Club de Namur,BP 29 aNemur 2,Belgique, The editor is
Claude Dumont, This carries cuite a lot of articles, 1 have managed to decipher
that there are zine reviews..so again send your trades!

REQUIEM:Nos 18 &19:From:Norbert Spehner,1085 St Jean,Longueuil,P,Q,Canada J/H
273, $l. This is the most impressive with colour and excellent production. The
artwork is particularly noteworthy, and reproduction of covers and film stills
being done with care, Lots of reviews and articles, for the serious sf reader.
Now comes an add one..

SPACE QUTLOCK:Nos 2&3:From:Duncan Lunan,l7 Bridgegate,lrvine,iyrshire Ki 12.8BJ
This is the newsletter of the Buropean Space iissociation and is aimed at all
interested in promoting a common policy for s European space policy,Ilt gives
news of yirious society meetings, reviews of relev ant books, No 2 has an very
good photograph of the Space Shuttle Orbiter 'Enterprise', Membership is £1 per
annum, ,to Ian F.Downie,32 Cament Dr.irdeer.Stevenson,iyrshire,

Which leads me into the rest of the British zines.,

FLEDGLING:No ?:From:&ndy Firth,185 Csbourne Rd,Jesmond,Newcastle-upon-Tyne. The
editor ig determined to be jocular not commonicative, & lot of it made me wince
.."The Washer Ships of Ipon by Vincent Van Yeuk", It is a Gannet zine,
GANNETSCRAPBOOK:No 3:From Harry Bell,9 Lincoln St,Gatesheed.Tyne & Viear NE& LEE
No price, but they do trade, Various Gannets,.lan Williems with a newsy column
4ndyFirth with some fiction, Highlight from Rob Jackson describing a car journey
in bkmerica, Dave Cockfield contrasts Bhristmas as achild with Christmas as an
adult, quite interesting. Milke Hamilton describes his struggles with his first
fanzine and engaged my sympathy..it is always the unexpected that trips you up!
However, I do think he was brawe cutting holes for illos on his first try.
KAMIKAZE: From Harry Bell,9 Lincoln St,.Gateshead,Tyne & Wear NESBAEE. I turn with
relief to this one as immediately I see an editorial hand at work in setting the
atmosphere for the zine, Harry has shrewd remarks to make on the Jubillee, and
amused me highly by the time he had finished his editoriel JHarry Turner's column
would be very we ful for any fan historian as he recalls his early days with the
Leedsg and Manchester groups,The remainder consists of the letter column and some
discussion of convention art shows., I thought it was nice that Terry Jeeves took
the time to thank the organisers, yes there is a lot of work involved. So, a good
genzine from Gannetland..and a model for the others., -

NABU:;No 2:FromIan Maule,18 Hillside,163 Carshalton Rd.Sutton.Surrey,SNL NG, 20p
or trade etc.lan's own column was short but entertaining., I enjoyed Kevin Smith
more as he was being amusing and informative about his profession as an account-
ant. I wonder if he has ever thought that one could make an excellent series

of mystery novels using an accountant as the protagonist? Horror films and their
aim or otherwise is discussed well in the 1. tter column, Ainother good genzine.
GET FOKT:No 1:From Bob Shaw,Top Flat Left,11 Barrington Drv.Kelvinbridge,Glasgow
G4.25p or trade etc,It is e long time since a fanzine came out of Glasgow and at
least the production is streets ahead of the early HAEOGOBLIN that I remember,

I found that first article by Gordon Jackson on SF in public libraries very
uesful, particularly where he informs that it is now becoming a practise to sell
of f stock! #s scon as I get home I will join the library there,.Bob Shaw gives
a very haunting picture of seeing the last Lpollo launching, after that the
quality of the articles dips quite a Dbit, Still this is & very energetic group
who enclose a programme of events that is enviablo., I wonder if the city of
Dundee will ever copy them?
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BARTREK No 3:From M.J.Dickinson,Flat 7,301 Chapeltown Rd,Leeds LS7 3JT, David
Pringle writes about the notion that all sf fans are teenage boys and makes.
some(but not all)valid points,There is a fanzine review column by Greg Pickers-
gill in which he does not review any fanzines but manages to cast asperiions

on the intelligence of quite a lot of people. I wish I had some of his energy
-he gets so heated about it all, Mike himself does what he calls THE REaL
FalNZINE REVIEWS, I enjoyed him better in his editorial where he contz<:ts SF
fandom with the groups he met at folk, poetry and jazz groups.

FANZINE FANATIQUE:Nos 78 & 29:From Keith & Rosemary Walker,2 Daisy Bank,Quern-
more Rd,Lancaster.Lancs.Devoted to zine reviews which are useful capsule affairs,
Added is an afticle describing the "rip-off! of a comic convention. The re-print
of Bob Shaw's FANMANSHIP shows it has not dated,29 has Eddie Bertin writing on
the occult(not for me!)and an interview with Buster Crabbel In view of the
recent FLASH GORDON serials..very timely,

MALFUNCTION:No 5:From Pete E.Presford,'Tw Guyn' Maxwell Close,Buckley,Glwyd
Cymru, Roger Pile writes on exploring the difference between S¥ and ghost stories
and touches briefly on Shirley Jackson. She is an authoress who deserves an
article to herself, This is wellproduced, particularly the vivid cover, but the
contents are rather slim,

DOT:No 3:From Kevin Smith,26 Hawks Rd.Kingston-upon~Thames,.Surrey KTl 3EG, 4
personal-zine with a few reflections o:. the Novacon, a few letters, and some
friendly digs at is friends. :slmost a letter substitute,

ERG:No 61:From Terry Jeeves,230 Bannerdale Rd,Sheffield Sil 9FE, 5or £1/6 for §2
Terry speculating on a scientific idea usually loses me guickly..here he is
figuring out a 'ringworld'., I enjoyed Don Malcolm writing about Irish fandom but
it is far too brief, I am sure he could do better than that with more space.The
story of the death of VORTEX is told succintly by Keith Seddon which points out
just how much capital is required for puilishing ventures, Not so much from
Terry himself this time, so this issue seemed rather tame.

CIDEREAL TIMES:No 3:From:illen J,Boyd-Newton,42 Church Lane,Bicknoller,Via .
Taunton,Somerset.30p or trade etc.Issued by the Cidereal SF Society, This starts
with an article on the SF magazines--did you know there are 11 prozines now? When
you deduct VCRTEX,that still leaves 10! 4is this is produced by a club there are
- fairly vredic.:ble views and reviews; but they have quite a scoop with their
contributers. Brian 4ildiss describing a book that influenced him in childhoed.,
and Marjorie Brunner writing about a convention held in France. I cannot recall
seeing Marjorie in a fanzine before!

JABBERWOCKY :No 2:From Jean Frost,113 hbbey Rd.Erdington.Birmingham,B23 7QQ.

Best in this is a reprint of Lrt Rapp's FOREVER FaNDOM written in 1961! Still,
Je did have the subject of a fanmeet in the middle of a war! Jean does not tell
. enough about herself for my liking but produces a good effort for only a second

issue. '

LONDON SF:No 1l:From Elke & hlan Stewart,8l Albert Rd,Walthamstow.London E17 7PT,
"Alen's editorial is a plea for more SF and less fantasy. Well, I'd back that
because 1 prefer to read SF..but I doubt that it would have the good effect that
Alan hopes it might.This one has a really hefty letter column and the subjects
of women's lib, profanity, fictions in fanzines..all woll discussad, The con—
tents are varied enough so that thers ouzt to be something here to pleass every-
one, I liked Pete Presford's thoughts on fanzines best.

STOP BREAKING DOWN:No 6:From Greg Pickersgill & Simone Walsh,7h Lawrence Rd.
S.Ealing.London W5, 30p(instamps§ or trade etc, Greg's editorial surprised me a
bit, I tend to think of him as a person with strong views yet here I fell as

if he were thinking to himself “but on the other hand..." quite a bit, Hoever
when he reaches the subject of what the Eastercons should continue to be, and
points out a threatto them, he becomes firm again. Must say I agree with every
word he says and would vote for Leeds obediently,,but 1'11 be working that
Sundey am, Stmone's column is excellent, she has some good material as she
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describes the visit of some erneast people to the Silicon. She also takes the
subject of name-dropping and is shrewdly funny abou® it. The letter column is
lively-the kind that usually inspires other writers. It is ended up by Greg
having some sage thoughts about the BSFi, I have always supported the BSFL

as an organisation,.but have in the pest bristled at the thought of them run-
ning the conventions,.being a firm believer thet con committees should be left
to get on with it. _

VAGARY :Nos 32~36:From Roberta Gray,ls Bennington St,Cheltenham.Glos GL50 LED,
in Ompazine, These date from Oct !'76 to Oct '77, I was very interested to see
them as a former member of Ompa. To be honest I was surprised to find that it
was still going as I have not heard it mentioned anywhere for ages. iis our onty
epa this is rather surprising, ViGLRY was always one of the better zines there,
It is written completely by Bobbie, and her subjects range far afield. OShe is
interested in just about everything. Boing in an apa is useful expsrience for
a faneditor, Perhaps the reason that so many of todays faneditors do not join
OMPL is that to a certain extent there is @ sort of apa among the genzines of
this country. Well, if you want to join I am sure Bobbie would help you,

they had assembled which illustrates THE NEPTUNE LDVENTURE,.a novel by Pamel
Boal,

Kow to the American bundle... ,

KAR4SS:Nos 33,34,35:From Linda Bushyager,ltls Lvans ive . Prospect Park,Ph 19076,
Linda announces that this newszine is coming to an end and it will fold about
No 38. I foal very sad about this at it is excellent at the job of news reporting
Linda has never just put out news but has also commented upon topics of interest
to fandom, sometimes I have agr od with her, sometimes not but I liked the fair
way she weni about discussing things, and she has never hesitated to say so if
she found she was wrong abou: something. I hope she continues publising in ona
way or another, These are typleal, full of facts, dates that are necessary in
such a big thing as fandom has bccome. There are also good reviews and reports
of such events as tie Svncon, T find it invaluable for refernce.

THE SPANG_BLAH:Nos 15, 16/17:Iromdan Howard Finder,PO Box 428,Lathem,New York
12110, This one is the nearest in concept to KARASS,.and has the added bonus
that it gives internationel neus that goes as far afield as Hungary. Jan wents
help in compiling &Il wMIFAN'3 GUIDE TC BRITISH FALNDOM AND THE UK,.,.in pee paration
for. the Worldcon here, articles are also included,.Shaw, MZ,Bradley to mention
only two.The combined 16/17 is a special women's issue and apart from the usual
news reports there is a whole heap of articlcs. FEasily the bost is by Jennifer
Bankier on the function of SF, I found this very impressive, Nowherc can I find
a price for SB, so write Jan and enquire, this one is @ must for the active fan,
APRIKOS:No 8:FromSteven hllan Beatty,Box 1040, ISU Station,imes.Ih 50010, &n
hpa-zine, I cannot recall having rcceived this before, sc I am handicapped in
not knowing much about the editor. However he gives reports on two conventions
and takes the trouble to describe the fans he met. iis most con reporters

agssume that this isn't necessary-l found this very good and helpful,

My thanks to Harry J .findruschak(fndy)who sent me what he called "leftover stuff
from my place of work: This was _ L-"utiful pholographs from NaSAl
STEFANTASY :No €7.:From William ¥,Danner,R.D.1 Kennerdell ,Pi 16374, Bill cares
about about correct word usage and gives examples of fractured English that
annoy him, I would pick "listenership! as the worst new word he had discovered!
I think this must be the only type-set fanzine which is done with loving care,
Most of the small illustrations this time are of steam engines and I am quite
fagcinated by the amount of detail that can be shown, There is the sad story
thattype will soon be unobtainable as offset is killing the factories that had
produced it, Fortunately, Bill has stocked up well!l

i special thank-you now fo Dave Roweand Dave Langford who sent me a calendar
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MOTA:No 28:From Terry Hughes,4739 Washington Blvd.irlington.Virginia 22205.§1

or trade otc, Torry first writing about the Suncon, but rather on the brief
side, In fact this MOTA geems to have lost its fizgz! Everything in it is

quite good, but one had come to expect so much more, I guess that is a bit
unfair, but I sure hope the next issue has the fizz back in.

SPECULATIVE POETRY. REVIEW:No 2:From Bob Frahlier,30 Pleasant St.Nantucket

Island Mass.02554. 1 am by no means sure that I have the surname correct as

it is only hand-written, and I have difficulty reading it. The selection of
poetry is very varied and the line-up of names quite impressive..Benforg,
Brunner, Zelazny .LeGuin,Lafferty, linyone seriously interested in poetry will

find this well worth the cost -§#1,50. .
STMULACRUM:No 7:From Victoria Vayne,PO Box 156,Stn D,Toronto.Canada ,M6P 3J8
$2.50 or trade etc. In the letter column there is much discussion of individual
liberty, and a long letter from John J,Alderson which thoroughly exvlores the
meaning of myths, Ius-i..cér volumn is given in sections according to the
subject,.now here is one headed serism and I find some very sensible thoughts
from Jodie Offutt, 86vp and mostly of letters bui well worth reading. The
production is very handsome. Victoria wastes more space on the subject of
production than I would,,but it is her zine!l

JANUS:No 9:From Janus ¢/o SF3.Box 1624,Madison W1 53701 .$1 . Bditors Janice Bogstad
and Jeanne Gomoll, The back cover features a cartoon that show the 17 people who
are connected with the group behind this zine. _or some reason I started to
count how meny of them wore glasses..and found 11! The print at times becomes

so mall I need a magnifying glass, does this have aything to do with it? A

very handsome production with really good artwork., The letter column is highly
interesting with the reactions to the feminist discussion of the last issue, I
got the urge to read WALK TO THE END OF THE WORLD after reading this zine but
thought I would have immense trouble finding it. Then the first time I visited
Ella Parker, I found it on her shelves.,I might have known. Do not be thinking
this is purely a feminist zine, it has reviews of a high standerd and when they
run a con report(this time Suncen)it I done in small vignettes by various people
that is so much better than the standard report of what the writer ate and drank,
Certainly every femme fan should be reading JANUS,but it is a fine and intelli-
gent zine that should be read by all. I must say I envy these gals and wish I'd
had their chances. When I became involved with FEMIZINE the editor turned out to
be a man(and one of fandom's best hoaxes), which rather deflated my aspirations.
SCIENCE FICTION REVIEW:No 23:From Richard E,Geis,PO Box 11408,Portland,OR.97211.
$1.50, In his own column Dick says "If there is no Heaven or Holl, there isno
sin, There is only situational ethics and force, What you see is what you get
so get vhat you can while you can, beceuse there ain'% no pie in the sky.Th=i'5s
the true operating morality going in the world today" It sounds very true,
doesn't it..and made me & mite deprcssed. Among the many letters the one I found
most fascinating came from a "Avedon Carol"{that can't be real surely?)who writes
in a very bitter way about doctors. 1 found the part where she stetes that Flagyl
can cause cancer hair-raising Funniest i is by Greg &Jim Benford who hand out
Nebulous Awards, I liked their Dogged Persistance Award to Frank Herbert and
their kindly suggestion for his next--Lorna Dune, Lots more meat of course..
interviews on Vance, Van Vogt,Bradbury and Piers Anthony! Plus lo3s and lots of
reviews. And oh yes..it won the HUGO Award again..Congratulationg, Dick!l
ALGOL:No 30:From Andrew Porter,PO Box 4175,New York NY 10017.3 times yearly.

1 year $4.50. I am British agent again..single copy £1.15 payable to me, 15th
Anniversary year..so congratulations to Andy toc. He has a beautiful article

from Marion 2.Bradley on her life in science fiction and what it has meant to
her,and I find myself echoing so much that she says, There is also an interview
with Mike Moorcock. I wish the in%ar viewer had nat cut him off as he started to
talk about the days when he edited a Tarzan comic. Mike had a lot of fun then
and I'm sure could be very entertaining about it.Fred Pohl describes his feelings




Haverings 6

about the teaching of SF in college and mskes me realise it might not be toc bad.
Brign Aldiss is writing about the world of SF and, it must be the influence of
JANUS, I noticed most the fact that he talked as if it were a completely male
world, The Lupoff book reviews are still entértaining and educative, and the
letter colugn is full of good SF discussion.Superior production shows that this
magazine well deserves to now be titled a prozine,

YANDRO:No 241 :From Robert & Juanita Coulson,Route 3,Hartford City,IN 47347,
British Agent:flan Dodd,77 Stanstead Rd Hoddesdon Herts,75¢ or 45p. As an example
of what the New York dock strike did..this December issue arrived here 25th Feb!
It is nice to hear of Juanita's novel sales and I did admire her choice of what

to buy..a videotaper! Dave Locke has a horror tale of a stay in hospital. If this
is vhat the nurses are to be like, I am glad I am retiring, With this comes
DEVLIN'S REVIEW Bo 2. 75f in which Buck reviews fanzines 40pp. This represents a
7-foot tall pile gothered over two years, and I don't envy Buck the work involved,
I kept it to last so that I wouldn't let my admiration for the reviewing technigue
influence my own comments, A fantsstic offering of roal interost to faneds.
DAGON:Nos 79~83:From John Boardman, 23/ £.,19th St,New York 11226 who publishes it
on alternate Fridays for APA.Q,aprox 4pp. He has becn running a parody serial in
this ~3TREAK GOHRDON which is sometimes funnier than others.Apart from that he
ranges over a great deal of subjects having a very catholic selection of books
read, With it comes TIME MACHINE:Nc 83, which, this issue, is mainly devoted to
limericks, Non-menbers of the apa must ask for copies of this.

torthwest SF Society Newsletter:No 13:From Box 24207 .Editor:iGregory Bennett, ' .
Mostly club news but alsc con listings and ncws of a_fortheoming Norwestcon.
DE_PROFUNDIS:Nos 93-95:From The Los ingeles Scicnce fantasy Socicty,11360 Ventura
‘Blvd,Studio City.Calif, 91604 ,which was the 0ld address they have now moved to
their now clubhouse 11513 BurbankBlvd,N,Hollywood,Ca,31601, Fortunately this is

a very active club for therc was lots of work to he done on the ncw building.
" Congratulations..and may you all enjoy it 4s much as evor, This always has lots
of news and is worth having, It is available for trades and suhscriptions but the
, editors have forgotton to say how much, Try a doller...

THE PANELCLCGIST:No 9:From George Barnett 3 Coleford Bridge,Rd Mytchett . Surrey GU
16 6DH,20p,hin amateur loss-making magezine for fans of the comie gonre,Lists
other comic zines, has nows and good photegraphy,reviews, strips,cxcellent in
artwork and production,
VECTOR:Nos 83 & 84:Frcc to all members of the BSFA 75p, 33 is the last from Chris
Fowler who has had to rosign becouso of lasck of time, e certainly had done a
geod job, dpart from numorous revicws there is 2lso an article by Brian Stobleford
and another about Fhilip High With 84 the editorship is taken over by David Win-
grove,In his editorial he points out that he is not obsessed by SF and invites
comments, Therc are again plenty reviews, but sn articlc on Borges to show that
the cditor mecans whot he says. Tho peges are all locse inside the usual glossy
VECTOR cover, I await with intcrest whet happens ncxt! Well.,I have just found it
down at thc bottom of a heap of paper..VECTIOR $5 and looking more likc its old sclf,
David's address is /,Holmside Court,Nightingale Lanc,Balham,London SW12 5JW, and
this weond issuc is highly promising, The heap I referred to consists of,.a ~1
revicw indox, and information booklct for BSTA membecrs, a nominetion form for the
BSFhA award, Then therc are the magazinss,  PLPERRICK PARLOUR from Philip Stephenscn-
PayncPaync, 'Lindon',} Lewell ive,0ld Marston,.Oxford 0X3 ORL,10p to non-members, A
bi-nonthly rcview of all Britiah pb SF, The other magazine is MATRIX:Nos 14~16
which also has a nov cditor,.lndy Sawyer,59 Mallory Rd,Traamcre,Birkcnhead.Merscy-
sidc L42 66R, sn intervicw with Peter Nicholles gives a lot of information about
the SF Foundation, found this illuminoting, This is the ncuszine of the lissoc.
and fron that peint of wvicw is very uscful. :
Gannet Scrapbook: No 4:From:Kevin Williams, 3 Whitton Pl.Seaton Delavel,North-
umberland, PE25 OBJ, H%evin gives a description of a visit to Zdinburgh and oh
my. spells Princes Street there Princess Street, However I was very swed to
read that they found an Armenian restuarant in Edinburgh! Nicely mixed lot in
this.,they seem a friendly bunch,
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1CZ:No 1:From:R.I.Baryce,16 Musgrove Rd.New Cross Gate,London SEl/ 5PW,for trade
etc., This is in very small print without paragraphs, no introduction of the
editor , It is as if the editor had taken a deep breath and then not stepped
talking for hours, It made me dizzy!
SCIENCE FICTION REVIEW:No 24:From Richard Geis,address as before,§il,50, I

always read Dick's ALIEN THOUGHTS first, but I do wish,,as I am pursuing them
through the magazine, thet he would put them altogether, I note from the news
part of this column that the emergence of a STAR WARS fanzine,,,Of the inter-
views this time, I enjoyed the one with Bob Shaw best. There is a-series of
cartoons "Cover-up Lowdown" which is fiendishly funny over the post-Watergate
hysteria, As ever an excellent issue full of meaty sf criticism,
IRIODE:No 26:From:Eric Bentcliffe,l7 Riverside Sresc.Holmes Chapel,Cehshire
CW4 78R, 50p or trades etc.Most interesting part is a long letter from Don
West in answer to Eric's remarks on fanzine reviewing., 0ddly enough, LEric
makes the most elementray mistake here by not showing clearly where his oen
remarks are inserted, Puzzled me a few times, I agree with sdme of what Don
says, but not all. I like the way Eric sticks to his genzine approach and feel
he does well with it,
TIDFART :No 1From:Dave Cobbledick, 245 Rosalind St.Ashington,Northumberland .NE63
9AZ, DNo price. It is well laid out and the contents are well mixed, but it
lacks an oditorial presencep Dave having used his editorial space to write about
einlein! an article about genetic engingering was the most interesting part.,
PANTASY TRADER:No 21:From Ron Bennett,36 Harlow Park Crosc,.HarrogatcHG2 CAW N,
Yorkshire.6 for £1, Books,nags,pulps,comics for sale,Plus an amusing piece from
Ron describing his comic-hunting days in Singapore.
Tou can receive regular catalogues from FANTAST(MEDWAY)LTD run by Kon Slater,39
West Street,Wisbech,Cambs, This is still going strong in dales in spitc of the
flooding they endured this past winter, At least I hope it is winter past now.
FERRET WiNTiSY LTD, 27 Beocheroft 0d,Upper Tooting.London SWI7 7BX. also issues
catalogues,<“eorge Locke who rung this specialises in rarc books but has a very - -
varied listing. ' .
DARKOVER NRUSLRITER:Nos 6,7,8:1'rom:Ted Bryan,Friends of Darkover,Box 72,Berkeley
Ch 94701, 50¢. I am to be British agont.,but I still don't know how much to
charge you all, Very much for the Parkover fan, The first thineg useful I found wa
was & listing of the boocks as written by Marian Zimmor Bradley and thon a listing
in chronological order, I hear thoy are all to be issuod by 4RROW Bocks this

car, Thero are N 4 re to come from DAW Books quite soon,

¢ A R :

and here I come to a stern halt.,I can only list what comes in NOW. . s
Hungarian fanzine from Késponti Tudomdnjos Fantastikus Klub,H-1728,Budapest 8,FF 15
DARKOVER KEWSLETTER nos 10,CHECKPOINT No 38Peter Roberts,38 Cakland Dr.Dawlish,
Devon,.that excellent newszine, MONGCOSE(Hawaii's first fanzine)from Seth Goldberg
¢/o Dept,Chemistry,Bilger Hall,Univ,of Hawaii,Honolulu,HI 96822,%1, TWLL DHU 8%9
From:Dave Langford,22 Northumberland ive,Reading Berkshire, THE NEW FORERUNNER
From Gary Mason,Box 258,Unley?S.iustralia 5061 . FANZINE FANATICUE No 30, REQUIEM
No 20.YANDRO No 242, IABU No 3, DYNATRON No 67 from Roy Tackett,915 Green Valley
Rd NW,Albuquerque,N.Mexico 87107 LUN: No 67 from Frank & hnn Dietz,5655 Orchard St
Oradell ,N.J.,07649.,75€. CIDERELL TIMES Mo 4...though how thet got behind no 29
don't ask me,.it is a funzine,. CLTALOGUE OF SF SND FLETASY From Fantast(Medway)
Ltd. 39 West St.,Wisbech.Camb, LREMA No 7 from Geoff Rippington,l5 Quoens Lve,
Canterbury,Kent.40p/%1{Good serious sf discussion). RANTASY CENTRE Lipril catal=
ogue,.from 43 Station Rd,Hocdesdon,London NWLO AUP,VECTOR No 86...cones with
MATRIX No 17 from the BSFi, ToNGENT No 4 a fictionzine from iIon Garbutt, Benach-
oile Lodge,Loch Kathrine.by Callander.Perthshire,30p but frec to BSFL., ZELLOC No
2 from Ragnar Fyri,Solliveien 37,N 1370 ..SKER Horway..ho prints all loes,,STILL
MORE Di4NGERCUS CRUDZINES --personalzine from Elst Weinstein,7001 Park Manor Lve
N.Hollywood.Ci 91605, ..good-hunourcd and wide-ranging. Last,,I say dcterminedly,
but by no means least JaNUS No 10 which has beon one of tho most interesting of
the fanzines that has come my way lately..it makes me want to contribute..but
that will have to wait till I have more time,
- Ethel Lindsay. May 1978
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: Reading through the fanzine pile for my column in this issue,
led me to thinking about TiFF, There had been criticism and discussion of the
fact that lately TAFF delegztes had not been producing TAFF Trip Reports,There
was the suggestion that perhaps it is because people are voted TAFF toco late in
their fannjsh carenr; that by the time they come back from the TAFF trip they
have gone on to other things, Well, I am not sure this is the reason. Writing a
TAFF report is quite a large jcb and it is not surprising that it is shirked...
unless the fan has writing and publishing at the heart of his fanac. When one
looks at the people whe did produce reports you will see that they were writing
for fanzines before they went - and are still at it in one form or another,They
are, after all, fanzine fans who put that particular activity first. They are
the ones who are most likely to attempt a TAFF report.

B o This involves keeping
notes all the time you are away -~ too much happens too swiftly to be able to
remember it all without notes, 1 carried a small notepad with me everywhers
from whose bare bones 1 erected a report, This was one piece of writing I wrote -
gnd re-wrote and had criticised by friends before the final draft was published.
it took a lot of spare time!l

_ A TAFF report is the best publicity for TAFF, but
there are other things the TAFF administrator can do.. Now here I am going to
boagt - the time when Ron Ellik and I were administrators was the time when TAFF
was given the most publicity. This was due %o Ron who sent out to everyone who
had voted a quick news sheet, One person. wrote him.and said that it .was the first
time he had been given any return on his donation! I carried on Ron's tradition -
that it was not enough just to send out ballot papers but that constant news
should also be issued, Nowadays the people who most help TAFF are the newszines
put out by fans 11ke Linda Bushyager and Jan Howard Finder,

Gf course, TAFF was
orlglnally meant to help the impoverished fan, but we were 8ll pretty poverty-
stricken in these days. Now, when so many fans can afford to cross the Atlantic
this ideea has less potency.- Still, I do hope the idea of .TAFF never fades away.

I have read that Peter Roberts has said he will write & Trip Report - so I wish
him well in what I know is an ardous task, but hope he will stick with this

resolution.
It is now the 26th May., 1T hcvo walted this long in the hope of

having a firm address to give you all, &s that is still pot forthcoming I
really must wind this SCOT up and mail out. June nromiscs to be a very hectic
month! Check with the Contents page which I will do last. However if it is
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still the Courage House address in Surbiton, please do not hesitate to send any
mail there as I have someone very dependable who will re-direct everything for
mB- -
I leave here on July lst and arrive in Carnoustie Scotland on July 2nd,
After that I hope to have lots of time to do-lots of things -including my usual
publishing, Occasionally someonc asks me if I won't find retirement boring....
but obviously the questioners are never fang!

Ethel Lindgay
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NIBBLINGS contd.

LIFEBOLT by Harry Harrison & Gordon R.Dickson, Dobson SF  £4.25, Giles is an
Ldelman travelling in & spaceship of arbites who are a lesser{and smaller) breed
~of humans, gfter an explosion he finds himself aboard a liferaft that can only

be piloted by %wo aliens and as hidelman he has to control the arbites., The plot
studies class differences, not just on adventure story but putting aliens and
humans under 2 microscope, _

CLSTLE KEEPS by Lindrew J.Offutt,Methuen Paperbaks,.85p.This predicts a very wiolent
future in the USL and consequently is a very violent story. Far too much so for
my liking, Over-population and pollution are blamed for the effects here. I would
put it under the heading of post-Vietnam cum Watergate iLmericon neurosis.

4 MESSTIH AT THEEND OF TIME--, bty Michael Moorcock DiW $1.50. The central character

vis, is a supremely silly woman and so it is hard to care what happens to her.

I find the background fascinating and would prefer to know more of the 'eternal!
characters. '

- DYING FOR TOMORROW by Michael Moorcock,DAW.$1,50. 7 stories.Contains the award-

winning BEHOLD THE MLN, In meny of the stories the theme is martyrdom, and I

found them a grim lot, , .

"L SPECTRE IS HAUNTING TEXAS by Fritz Leiber,DAW.$195,Scully is an actor,born in
free-fall, only able to visit Earth wearing an exo~-skeleton,His adventures among
the weird folk of this. future are told with humour,and Texans are savagely
caricatured! lLicting in frece-fall,,one is only given tentalising glimpses of this!
THE GODS OF XUMi or BARSOOM REVISITED by Pavid J.Lake,DaW,$1,50,Teke the premise
that the universe is infinite and somewhere, somewhen there might be a 'real!
Barsoom, The author has fun and uses the idea with ingenuity,

CLLLING DR PATCHWORK by Ron Goulart  DAW,.$1,50, Pace and his wife Hildy of the
Odd Jobs Inc. set out to discover who has made a super-frankenstein monster that
is terrorising the entertainment world.Incredible and funny, an extravaganzal

QUEST FOR THE WHITE WITCH by Tanith Leeq DAW,*1,95.217pp.The last in a series
about Vazkor who has discovered that hié Mother killed his Father and then abane
doned him, He realiscs now that he has Power and uses it to track his Mother ‘
down, fligain, very powerful though I cannot sympathise with the hero,

WHETTED BROWZE by Manning. Norvil,DiW 01,50, Pre-history when astronauts from
space ruled barbaric humanity. The horo is Odan the half-god, a Conan-like
characters allied to Van Paniken ideas., Quite a mixture!

BEASTS OF GOR by John Norman,DiW $1,95, The 12th Gor book in which more educated
females find themselves loving slavery. The biggest wish-fulfilment fantasy of
them all! ' : \

WELL OF SHiliiN by C.J.Cherryh.DAW,$1.95 Continues from GATE OF IVREL,here there
is another Gate for Mpraaine to close-on & drowning world, Fantasy and Sf well
blended by this winner of the J.W.Campbell award,

TOMORROW MY BE EVEN WORSE, An idphabet of Science Fiction Cliches.Vorses by John
Brunner, Drawings by 'LTOM'. From The NESFL Press,PO Box G,MIT Branch PO,
Coapbridge,Ms 02139.Very finely produced and the writer and the artlsF complemant
each other perfectly. Both are witty and humerous end what they do with all these
cliches is hilarious. « must for the afficando,
There are more DaW books I have not had time to read yot, so will just list.them.
L TOUCH OF STR4NGE by Theodore Sturgeon.il.95,.SLVAGE SCORPIO by &lan Burt bkers
%1,50(Dray Prescott No 14)...THE JC.N OF LRC REFL.Y by Pisrre Berbet
Ethel Lindsay May 30th 1978
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